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NCCFD DIRECTORS 

Present: Grueneberg (President), Dorland, Hanson, Nelson, Slade-Troutman 

STAFF: 

Present: Fire Chief Turner, Fire Marshal McMahan Finance Manager Van Groningen, Operations 
Support Long 

 
STANDING ORDERS: 

President Grueneberg called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and took roll call. It was noted that 

Director Carrington and Director Garrett were absent. Chief Turner led in the pledge of allegiance. 

 
*PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 

Per CA Government Code 54954.3 
 
 

Don Bessee, Alta Sierra Property Owners Association President, discussed the evacuation plan 
and hydrant markers fundraiser that will be held on September 29th. There will also be a “Thank 
your First Responder “dinner on August 25th with presentations from OES, Nevada County 
Sheriffs Department, CHP and Chief Turner. 

Linda Chaplin, District resident, reported that she spoke during public comment for items not on 
the agenda and during business items on the agenda. The only comments noted in the minutes 
were during the public comment for items not on the agenda section of the meeting. Ms. Chaplin 
would like her comments recorded as she makes an effort to come to the meeting and if any 
other public comes and comments are on an item they should be recorded. Director Grueneberg 
informed her that the comments made are not discarded and will work with Staff to make sure 
they are noted in the minutes. 

Director Hanson informed Ms. Chaplin that there were members of the Citizens’ Oversight 
Committee in the audience, as that was a concern made at the June meeting. 
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CONSENT CALENDAR 

1. Acceptance of Minutes – 06/20/2019 
2. Fund Balances, Check History report and Credit Card History report 

The minutes were pulled from the consent calendar, with a correction to item 11 being made 
and direction to add Ms. Chaplin’s comments. The minutes can be reviewed after corrections at 
the August meeting. Finance Manager Van Groningen commented on the fund balance report 
and commented account 4151 was short 96%, this is due to the county not processing the 
resolution and recording the transfer. A new resolution will be heard later in the meeting. 
Director Dorland motioned to accept the consent calendar. Director Hanson seconded. MOTION 
passed unanimously with Director Carrington and Garrett absent 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

FINANCE/BUDGET: Dorland, Slade-Troutman 

PERSONNEL: Carrington, Hanson, Nelson 

 
AD HOC COMMITTEES 

NEGOTIATIONS: Carrington 

BOARD POLICY AND PROCEDURES: Grueneberg 

 

LOCAL AGENCY ASSIGNMENTS 

NEVADA COUNTY FIRE AGENCY (JPA): Garrett, Turner 

Finance- No report. 

Personnel- To be discussed in closed session. 

Board Policy & Procedures- No report. 

JPA – moving forward with the purchase of an SCBA filling system and identifying a capital replacement 
program. 

Western Nevada County Fire – action item to be discussed later in the meeting. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

3. Discussion and Possible Action, Special District Risk Management Authority (SDRMA) Board of 
Directors 2019 Election. 

President Grueneberg asked for any recommendations. After a brief discussion, of the candidates, 
Director Nelson motioned to vote for Swan, O’Rourke and Raffleson. Director Hanson seconded. 
MOTION passed unanimously with Director Carrington and Director Garrett being absent. 

4. Discussion and Possible Action, Approve the Fire Chief to continue participation in the 
exploration of the Western Nevada County Fire District, with the understanding that the next 
step will involve entering into an agreement with the partner agencies to move forward with 
a proposal for reorganization. 

President Grueneberg reviewed the letter from the working group committee letter and asked if all 
directors had a chance to read the enclosed informational packet. After a brief discussion, Director 
Hanson motioned to continue participation in the exploration of the Western Nevada County Fire 
District. Director Dorland seconded. MOTION passed unanimously with Director Carrington and Director 
Garrett being absent. 
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5. Discussion and Possible Action, Authorizing the Fire Chief or Designee to enter into an 
agreement for audit services for fiscal year 2018/2019.  

Finance Manager Van Groningen reported several years ago we completed a request for proposal for 
audit services for three (3) years. This will be the third year utilizing Pehling and Pehling. Director Nelson 
motioned to enter into an agreement with Pehling and Pehling for fiscal year 2018/2019. Director Slade- 
Troutman seconded. MOTION passed unanimously with Director Carrington and Director Garrett being 
absent. 

6. Discussion and Possible Action, Resolution R19-19, Adjusted Special Tax Fund Transfer. 

Finance Manager Van Groningen discussed the transfer resolution that was adopted last month, was not 
applied and also $2,474.01 was withdrawn for unpaid taxes. This resolution is adjusted to transfer the 
dollar amounts available in account 734. Director Hanson motioned to adopt resolution R19-19 to 
transfer $47,400 from fund 6734 to 6722. Director Nelson seconded. MOTION passed unanimously 
following a roll call vote with Director Carrington and Director Garrett being absent. 

7. Discussion and Possible Action, Senate Bill 1205 Fire Protection Services. 

Fire Marshal McMahan reviewed the history of required inspected occupancies and reported the District 
has been inspecting these occupancies for quite some time. This new Senate Bill was passed, and a 
report of the inspected occupancies must be reported to agencies governing bodies. This report meets 
the requirements. 

8. Correspondence 

8-A. County of Nevada Tax Allocation Resolution, received June 19, 2019. 
8-B. Nevada County Grand Jury Report, Special Districts: What the Public Should Know. 
President Grueneberg reported that the Grand Jury Report does not require a response as it was a 
general report. 

CHIEF’S MONTHLY REPORT 
 

Chief Turner verbally reported the statistical data for June 2019. 

Significant incidents included a structure fire, several vegetation fires and swift water rescues. 

Staff continues to attend numerous meetings throughout the month. The Wildland Urban Interface 
(WUI) drill also took place in our District tin June. 

A media promotion with multiple agencies are coming together to discuss water safety. 

Fire Marshal McMahan discussed the increased participation and communication with NID the last 
several years, discussing water replacement lines, bringing plans to fire agencies to review and 
possible water service to side roads. 

The Fire Prevention department investigated a cargo container fire. The container was bowed on both 
sides after the explosion. This was caused by an illegal extraction process with methanol over an open 
flame. 

Fire Marshal McMahan has been attending a number of road association meetings. Chris DeSena, 
District resident, reported that they had a road meeting approximately 4 weeks ago. They are 
approximately 70% cleared on Jacks Road off Genasci, 15 to 30 feet back on both sides. 

Fire Marshal McMahan attended a meeting at the Cal-Trans Marysville office with Cal Fire, Nevada 
County DOT and the Engineering firm that is working on proposals for replacing the bridge at Edwards 
Crossing. 
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Linda Chaplin, District resident, has been interested in river safety for many years. There was an article in 
the paper today, regarding safety signage. She feels a multi-message approach needs to happen and the 
signs should be updated and changed regularly. A suggestion she had was to place a portable light or 
sign board linked with the current flow data at the Hwy 49 bridge? 

Discussion took place on the number of personnel and the average time that a river rescue can take. 
Chief Turner reported that collectively with other agencies and State Parks and Cal Fire, a regional team 
is being developed and training requirements are being reviewed. 

No public comment was made for closed session. The Board went into closed session at 7:41 p.m. 

9. Closed Session. 

President Grueneberg reported out of closed session at 8:26. The Board has given the negotiator 
instructions on how to proceed. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

President Grueneberg adjourned the meeting at 8:27 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

 
Attest: Approved by: 

 
 

 

Nicole Long Keith Grueneberg 
Board Secretary President of the Board 


